Shoal'of'Pearls

in old castles. Couvertures de Lit were so named for their barred
and striped markings. There were the Telescopes, the Nautiles;
the Petlts Pavilions de Princes; and the Amiral des Indes Occi-
dentales, with cdes Harpes, des Musiques, des Cornets, et des
Olives, tirces des Indes Occidentales.5

Fired with these names, we remove once more to Venice^ and,
walking to the end of the Zattere, take up our station, at the
corner of the Dogana di Mare, the Customs House, where, on
her globe, the statue of Fortuna turns upon the four winds of
the world. Such is the place, in symbol, where Neptune should
strew the treasures of the deep at the feet of the Venetian Re-
public, the Serenissima. All Venice lies in front across the blue
waters of the Canale di San Marco. We see San Giorgio Mag-
giore upon its stone island; St. Mark's; the Doge's Palace; the
Campanile; the Winged Lion of St. Mark, and St. Theodore with
his crocodile, both upon their columns; and the Library of
Sansovino, all of white Istrian, with the statues and obelisks upon
its parapet above the Doric and Ionic orders.*

* The passage that follows, which we entitle 'The Shoal of Pearls* has been
inspired, not by the work of Regenfuss alone, but by another book, as well,
Histoire Natunlk des plus Tares curiosites de la mer des Indes; or 'Poissons,
Ecrevisses et Crabes, de diverses couleurs et Figures extraordinaires que Ton
trouve autour des lies Moluques, et sur les c6tes des Terres Australes, peinrs
d'apres nature durant la Regence de Messieurs Van Oudshoorn, Van Hoorn,
Van Ribeek, & Van Zwoll, successivement Gouvemeurs Generaux des Indes
orientales pour la Compagnie de Hollande. Ouvrage auquei on a employe pres
de trente ans, et qui contient un tres grand nombre de Poissons ies plus beaux et
les plus rare de k mer des Indes.5 *A Amsterdam, donne au public par Louis
Renard, Agent de Sa Majeste Britannique, 1746.* This book, with its total of
one hundred hand coloured plates, in preparation, as the preface states, for
nearly thirty years, is a precious relic of the Dutch Indies, and of the Resi-
dencies of Ternate and Amboyna, in the Spice Islands, at either end of the
Moluccas. The first volume represents the collection made by Balthazar
Coyett, Governor and Director of Banda and Amboyna, and president of the
Commissaries at Batavia. He encouraged the search for these fishes, which
were brought alive to his house by the Indians, and caused them to be drawn
and painted. The second volume was formed from the collection of Mynheer
van der Stell, then Governor of the Moluccas, who employed a painter
Samuel Fallours, to depict them, from which series two hundred and fifty
were selected for publication. The original drawings for both volumes would
seem to have been presented by the editor, Louis Renard, to George III, and
may still be preserved in the Royal Library at Windsor Castle. We can only
add that this book of Renard, together with that of Regenfuss, are incom-
parable in their beauty and inspiration to those who love these curious pro-
ducts, the shells and the *poissons perroquets' of the tropic seas.
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